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far less pain. The throat was brushed out as before, but 
‘
with a solution of only 1 part of carbolic acid to 60 parts of
water; this operation being repeated in the evening. Took
during the day three-quarters of a pint of beef-tea, a pint
and a half of porter, a pint of milk, and an egg. Medicine
continued.
4th.-The lotion (1 to 60) was again applied morning and
evening. About the same quantity of food taken as on the
3rd. Medicine continued.
5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th.-The same application in the
morning and evening of each day, and about the same quan-
tity of food taken each day. At the last date (the 9th) the
patient felt a return of the natural relish for food, which
had been quite wanting so far, and said she could eat nearly
every half-hour, without pain and almost without discom-
fort. Medicine as before, three times a day.
The same topical application was continued twice a day
until the 17th, when a solution was made of 1 part of Cal-
vert’s carbolic acid to 30 parts of glycerine, this lotion being
then applied twice a day until the 3rd August, from which
date until the 12th August the glycerine lotion was applied
once every alternate day, then again on the 18th, and lastly
on the 26th August.
A change in the medicine first ordered was made on the
14th July, but iodide of potassium was taken continuously
until the 21st July, when it was discontinued, and syrup of
iodide of iron substituted.
The patient left this neighbourhood about September 1st,
wonderfully improved in health and general appearance.
She had gained much flesh, could walk a good distance
without sensible fatigue, slept well, and could eat almost
anything that came in her way. My patient again called
on me on the 1st of February in the present year, when her
appearance was still more improved. In fact, she was in
good condition, and had also become pregnant. The throat
had filled up to about its normal size, and was covered with
a perfectly healthy mucous membrane. It must be said, how-
ever, that she still suffered from a discharge from the nostrils,
and also from one of the legs. She had been directed to
pass frequently up each nostril a syringeful of carbolic acid I
lotion (1 to 60) until she felt it trickle out at the posterior
nares. This she had done with regularity, and with some
benefit ; but there is obviously a vast difference between
such a plan and the direct application of the lotion by
means of a suitable brush. As the syphilis is of long stand-
ing, it is quite possible that the nasal bones may be involved
in the destructive process. Of course the fact of the dis-
charge from the nose and leg proves that the disease is
not eradicated from the system. It is true to say, however,
that the patient has, medically speaking, taken a new lease
of life ; for any member of the profession who had seen her
in the first instance would scarcely have doubted that, unless
prompt remedial measures had been adopted, death would
soon have taken place.
The main point to which attention is wished to be drawn
in the present case is the beneficial effect which was so
rapidly produced by the direct application of the carbolic
acid to the throat. The excessive soreness began to de-
crease after the first application. The secretion from the
diseased surface, which was mopped away each time as
much as possible, also regularly decreased in quantity, and
became less offensive. After the first few days a new action
was evidently set up, healthy granulations made their ap-
pearance, and the whole aperture of the throat, both above
and below, was reduced in size. This was proved, as far as
the upper part of the pharynx was concerned, by the fact
that after a time the camel’s-hair brush could with difficultv
be pushed upwards so as to reach the posterior nares,
though this was easily accomplished in the first instance.
When the patient was last seen, the whole throat, as has
been stated, had recovered its normal capacity, and was,
with the exception of the lost parts, in a natural and healthy
condition.
It is safe, therefore, to affirm that in this instance the
topical application of carbolic acid to the extensively and
almost hopelessly diseased throat of a syphilitic patient was
of the most essential service. It does not, of course, neces-
sarily follow that the acid would be equally efficacious in
all other cases of the same kind. Taking into account,
however, the fact that the other strong acids have often
been used as a local application to throats diseased from the
same cause with little or no benefit, it is surely not too
much to say that the result of the use of carbolic acid in
this instance should lead the profession to make a fair trial
of the same remedy in like cases.z Seaforth, Liverpool, March, 1870.
CASE OF DELIRIUM TREMENS SUCCESS-
FULLY TREATED WITH LARGE DOSES
OF TINCTURE OF DIGITALIS.
BY ALBERT A. GORE,
STAFF SURGEON.
ON the 8th February, 1870, Company Sergeant-Major
Thomas B-, one of the European non-commissioned
officers of the lst W. I. Regt., was admitted into the Gar-
rison Hospital, Sierra Leone, labouring under the premoni-
tory symptoms of delirium tremens. He suffered from a
similar attack in September. 1868; and is stated to have
had an attack also while serving in China some years since.
The man was of a, good muscular development, but of in-
temperate habits. Immediately previous to his admission
into hospital he had had an epileptiform fit.
On admission, he was quite rational; tongue coated and
tremulous; pulse feeble and frequent. Ordered to take,
immediately, two colocynth and blue pills; to be followed
in two hours by an aperient draught with quinine; muriate-
of-ammonia lotion to be kept constantly to the shaved head;
and concentrated beef-tea to be administered every two
hours. During the evening the bowels were feely moved.
He had a recurrence of the fit at 1.30 P.M., which was of
short duration. Had at bedtime two drachms of tincture
of hyoscyamus in porter.
Feb. 9th.-Spent a good night. Was ordered a mixture
containing nitrate of potash, aromatic spirit of ammonia,
and spirit of nitric ether in camphor mixture: an ounce
every third hour. Beef-tea and porter. The restlessness
having increased on the 10th, he was directed to have fif-
teen grains of Dover’s powder at 8 P.M., and a sinapism
applied to the nape of the neck.
llth.-The opiate administered the previous evening had
had no sedative effect; on the contrary, his symptoms had
been increased in severity. The pulse was now more fre-
quent, jerking and feeble; he was highly excited, could not
be kept in bed, and had a variety of hallucinations. These
symptoms continuing, Staff Asst.-Surgeon Dr. Quinlan and
myself determined to try the effect of digitalis: at 5 P.M.
half an ounce of the tincture was administered in a tin of
beef-tea. We visited the patient again at 8 P.M., and found
him still excited, but somewhat quieter. A second dose of
the digitalis was given in half a pint of porter; and the
hospital sergeant was ordered to keep the ward as quiet as
possible.
On visiting the hospital the following morning, we found
that an hour after he had received his medicine on the pre-
vious evening he had fallen into a gentle sleep, which con-
tinued during the night. He had subsequently no return of
delirium; and his general condition slowly improved under
the use of nourishing diet, citrate of iron aud quinine, &c.
His convalescence was rather long, owing to the depraved
condition of his blood; but the immediate effect of the digi-
talis was very marked.
Opium, as a rule, is contraindicated in diseases of this
description on the coast of Africa, as they are rarely un-
complicated, symptoms of remittent fever almost always
coexisting, as well as a great tendency to cerebral conges-
tion ; and they require from the first constant care both as
to their medical and dietetic treatment.
Sierra Leone, March 27th, 1870.
FOOT AD MouTH DISEASE.-At the Eddisbury
petty sessions on Monday, a cattle dealer named Slingsby,
of Lower Seedley, Pendleton, near Manchester, was nned
.820 and costs for exposing for sale at Over fair, on the
16th l4hzy, cattle affected with the foot and mouth disease.
A man named Meehan was fined ae3 last week in Dublin,
for neglecting to give due notice to the authorities that he
had a number of cattle infected with the above disease.
